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Name: _____________________________________	      Date: ____________________

Before beginning work on this prospectus, carefully review the “writing guide” provided in the online creative project/thesis library and review several creative project proposal examples provided in the library.

1) What type of creative project do you anticipate completing?  See the creative project types on the master’s website below. 

2) What topic are you interested in studying? 

3) Provide two citations of studies or journal articles you read which address your topic of interest.

4) For each article or study you read: a) describe methods or tools used to address questions, or measure achievement of objectives, b) describe project activities or treatment variables, c) describe outcomes, d) describe potential implications of outcomes for students or adults with disabilities, and e) describe what you learned from each study or article and how this knowledge contributes to your understanding of your topic.  

5) What is your primary project objective or research question? (This must relate to studies or journal articles described above) (Write objectives and questions in the format shown in the online writing guide) 

6) How will you measure outcomes described in the questions or project objectives?

7) List and describe key project activities.  

8) How will you analyze the data you collect?

9) Will achieving your objectives or answering your questions replicate or extend the research or project descriptions you read? If so, how?

10) Briefly describe conversations you have had with school district personnel or direct supervisor(s) regarding implementation of your project.

11) What challenges or obstacles do you foresee with implementation of this project?  Can the obstacles be removed?  If so, how?

12)	What benefit(s) do you predict your project will have for students, parents, special education staff, etc?

13) 	In what month/year do you hope to formally propose your project to your committee?

14)	In what month/year do you hope to launch your project?

15)	What school, student, or time restrictions are you working with?

16)	In what month/year do you hope to defend your project before your committee?


Creative Project Options

Action Research Project

Action research involves using the scientific method to study problems encountered in a classroom, school, district, or state.  In an action research project, the student might conduct a brief review of the literature pertaining to the problem that has been identified and conduct a case study investigation with an individual student, a single classroom, or a school.

Educational Development/Product Development

	A useful project for the M.Ed. is to develop educational materials to improve instruction or help solve an educational problem.  The usual procedure is to critically evaluate materials already available (if any), decide what can be done to develop more effective materials, develop materials, try them out in the classroom, and evaluate their effectiveness.  The project report would be a written description of why the materials were adopted, why the adaptation was needed, and a summary of the evaluation.

For example, suppose an individual teaches algebra and has identified three concepts that students have difficulty understanding.  Special visual materials could be developed to help teach these concepts and then tried out in the algebra class to determine if more students demonstrate an understanding of the concepts when the materials are used.

Although most development projects focus on building effective instructional materials, development can be used to help improve virtually any aspect of education in which current procedures appear to be ineffective or marginally effective.  The emphasis may be not only on effectiveness, but on such concerns as reducing the demands of teaching, improving student attitudes, generating parental support, and so on.

The educational process/product should proceed through a typical "Research and Development" model and include the following steps as a minimum:

	(1)  Research and information collecting:  Includes review of the literature, classroom observations, and preparation of a report of the state of the art;

(2)  Planning:  Includes defining skills, stating objectives, determining course sequence, and small-scale feasibility testing;

(3) Develop preliminary form of product/process:  Includes preparation of instructional materials, handbooks, and evaluation devices;


(4) Preliminary field testing:  The project/process is tried out and interview, observational, and questionnaire data are collected and analyzed;

(5) Main product/process revision:  Revisions of products/processes as suggested by preliminary field test results.  

	In-service Educational Projects

Sometimes M.Ed. candidates see a problem in their school or school district that calls for in-service education.  Preparation of an in-service package calls for the review of pertinent literature, preparation of materials, and the review and evaluation of the materials.  For example, one physical education teacher noted that elementary school teachers were unaware of the nutritional needs of diabetic students.  He studied the literature on diabetic children and prepared an audio-visual presentation for use in school faculty meetings.  The project report would include the literature review, course syllabus, course objectives, course content, assignment, consumer evaluations, and a summary of the field implementation and a direct assessment of the acquired knowledge or skills of participants.

	Development of Teaching Skills

An M.Ed. project may be aimed at improving skills or skill areas in which the candidate feels him or herself to be lacking, such as teaming or collaborative consultation.  The project might involve reading the literature on teaming or collaborative consultation, observing teachers who have mastered such skills, development of an observation tool to assess the presence and quality of the identified teaching skill and coordinating supervised practice of the skill(s).  The final project might be a brief paper that includes the literature review, objectives for the project, observation instruments, evaluation strategies, a summary of the candidate's observations of master teachers, and a summary of observations conducted on the candidate's supervised practice.

	Developing Content Expertise

A teacher may feel inadequate in regard to a topic he or she must teach which is not treated adequately in an available university course.  The project would involve study in the area with the development of an instructional unit based upon what had been learned.  The planning, preparation, and presentation of a music recital would be such an example.

A proposal for a project on developing content expertise should include (a) objectives both for the expertise to be gained and also for the products or processes representing the attainment of expertise, (b) methods or activities necessary to the accomplishment of objectives, and (c) evaluation of methods and criteria.

