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ITLS students Courtney Stephens, Michael Olsen and Dr. Katarina Pantic at

SaltCON 2020

The 4th annual SaltCON was more than fun and games for
the Instructional Technology and Learning Sciences team
of students in attendance earlier this month.

The event is family friendly and focuses on hobby
and designer board games, drawing more than 1,000
attendees annually. ITLS alumna Stephanie Benson, who
now works for the Leonardo Museum in Salt Lake City,
was one of the first students to attend Utah’s largest board
game convention a few years ago.

The 2020 participants from Utah State University’s Emma
Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
took the opportunity to learn as much as possible about
the world of game design, according to Dr. Katarina
Pantic, who recently completed her doctoral degree in
ITLS.

“Over the years, we have had so many firsthand
opportunities to talk to game designers, learn about the
design process, test prototypes of games and simply have
fun trying out new games,” Pantic said. “This year was no
different!”

Among the stand-outs this year was the gaming company,
Binary Cocoa, because of the company’s professional
approach to game design, Pantic said. For example,

their Frog Chess game was built with accommodations
for visually impaired players.“They did that by designing
the frogs for different players to have both different sizes
and shapes, and the colors they chose were easy to
distinguish if you were color blind,” Pantic said. “They even
developed an app to demonstrate the accessibility of their
game.”

Another impressive feature of the company’s design was
the quality of their prototypes. Although they plan to print
the game on fabric, the extensive prototype included 3-D
features such as a coffee table, hardwood floor and other
tiny furniture.

“This prototype immediately drew out attention at the
convention and we really enjoyed playing several of their
games,” Pantic said.

Given the current social distancing requirements of the
Covid-19 pandemic, there has never been a better time to
play games with roommates and family members at home.

Recommendations from the ITLS SaltCon attendees
include: Azul Summer Pavilion (2-4 players, moderate),
Rune Stones (2-4 players, advanced), Parks (1-5 players,
moderate), Copenhagen (2-4 players, easy), and Serpent
Master (1-4 players, easy). However, these are all newer
games and may be a bit on the pricy side right now.

If you are looking for cheaper games, we suggest you
try some of our all-time favorites, such as the Skull King
(2-6 players, moderate), Duel (2 player game, complex)
[note this game has a version for more players called 7
wonders], Azul (original, 2-4 players, easy), Trekking the
National Parks (2-6 players, moderate), and or Ticket to
Ride (this one has several versions, such as Europe, USA,
etc.).

Interestingly, quite a few games are available online and
can be played with people that are not present in the same
geographic location.

“We are yet to try these online versions, but we can
attest that their physical versions are quite good,” Pantic
said. “Granted, playing Pandemic may be a bit too much
for any of us these days, but it is actually a really good
collaborative game.”

https://saltcon.com/
https://theleonardo.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katarina-pantic
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katarina-pantic
https://binarycocoa.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Move-Games-NMG60050EN-Pavilion/dp/B07XPSBCPD/ref=sxin_0_ac_d_rm?ac_md=0-0-YXp1bCBib2FyZCBnYW1l-ac_d_rm&crid=215RFN9F4UXJB&cv_ct_cx=azul+board+game&keywords=azul+board+game&pd_rd_i=B07XPSBCPD&pd_rd_r=14bbca6b-9539-46a5-b0ac-d57e058f97ed&pd_rd_w=rHOhq&pd_rd_wg=etxzN&pf_rd_p=de19e82a-2d83-4ae8-9f5c-212586b8b9a0&pf_rd_r=WMZW9Q2993FS1YANTDNN&psc=1&qid=1585018819&sprefix=azul%2Caps%2C194
https://www.amazon.com/Queen-Games-Rune-Stones/dp/B07ZP7Y7TH/ref=sr_1_2?crid=30ZNS1GRHXUVE&keywords=rune+stones+board+game&qid=1585018902&sprefix=rune+stones%2Caps%2C366&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Keymaster-Games-KYM0501-PARKS/dp/B07SVNZXY4/ref=sr_1_7?crid=GHEFB9Y2SNUT&keywords=parks+board+game&qid=1585019076&sprefix=parks%2Caps%2C194&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Queen-Games-Copenhagen-Board-Game/dp/B07RV7MMS2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3S6SFGQ2PJORF&keywords=copenhagen+board+game&qid=1585019140&sprefix=copenha%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Toresh-Games-Serpent-Master/dp/B083JS2XM4/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2QMN6WUVUU3KN&keywords=serpent+master+game&qid=1585019182&sprefix=serpant+mas%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFVT0NXMjZOOFJHSVImZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA5Mzc5MTgxRkc0TklLMVBBUFJXJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA5NDY0ODUyREJTMUpKMUhDWVBJJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Toresh-Games-Serpent-Master/dp/B083JS2XM4/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2QMN6WUVUU3KN&keywords=serpent+master+game&qid=1585019182&sprefix=serpant+mas%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFVT0NXMjZOOFJHSVImZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA5Mzc5MTgxRkc0TklLMVBBUFJXJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA5NDY0ODUyREJTMUpKMUhDWVBJJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Grandpa-Becks-Legendary-Family-Friendly-Trick-Taking/dp/B00CK1EJG8/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=skull+king&qid=1585019361&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzUkRPRzJBRFlMRzVGJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMjY2MzAzMTdJUlcxU0ZWUzRMOSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNzIwODg1MlVYSlRVR0lYRk5QRSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Asmodee-SEV07-7-Wonders-Duel/dp/B014DMSTXK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZWR6S6KE9305&keywords=duel+board+game&qid=1585019403&sprefix=duel%2Caps%2C187&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Move-Games-NMG60050EN-Pavilion/dp/B07XPSBCPD/ref=sxin_0_ac_d_rm?ac_md=0-0-YXp1bCBib2FyZCBnYW1l-ac_d_rm&crid=2U0LRTK99XPJ9&cv_ct_cx=azul+board+game&keywords=azul+board+game&pd_rd_i=B07XPSBCPD&pd_rd_r=bdfdfa8e-4b46-4637-8bd1-284337ab4cea&pd_rd_w=03Rzi&pd_rd_wg=hWfvu&pf_rd_p=de19e82a-2d83-4ae8-9f5c-212586b8b9a0&pf_rd_r=132BM9VF0NT7CPDX5W67&psc=1&qid=1585019470&sprefix=azul%2Caps%2C195
https://www.amazon.com/Trekking-National-Parks-Family-Second/dp/B07H185K6H/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2MA87QJV4YZ3K&keywords=trekking+the+national+parks+board+game&qid=1585019567&s=toys-and-games&sprefix=trekking+t%2Ctoys-and-games%2C186&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Trekking-National-Parks-Family-Second/dp/B07H185K6H/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2MA87QJV4YZ3K&keywords=trekking+the+national+parks+board+game&qid=1585019567&s=toys-and-games&sprefix=trekking+t%2Ctoys-and-games%2C186&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Z-Man-Games-ZM7101-Pandemic/dp/B00A2HD40E/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36071KDFA48DR&keywords=pandemic+board+game&qid=1585019973&sprefix=pandemic%2Caps%2C189&sr=8-1

