ITLS PhD Core Courses

[bookmark: _Toc195324581]ITLS 7011: Introduction to Theories and Methods in ITLS Part 1
[bookmark: _Toc195324582]Course Description
Instructional Technologists and Learning Scientists are centrally concerned with how to design for and support learning. This course provides a broad overview of major theoretical perspectives that attempt to describe how learning works.
[bookmark: _Toc195324583]Course Objectives
· Students will be able to describe prominent theories of learning and the key characteristics of each theory, including how it frames and explains learning.
· Students will be able to compare and contrast different theories of learning, including the theories within behaviorist, cognitivist, and sociocultural paradigms of learning.
· Students will be able to interpret how a theory of learning influences/shapes designs of learning environments, activities, and pedagogies.  
· Students will be able to interpret how a theory of learning influences how researchers study learning (what methods they use).
· Students will be able to describe how these theories relate to their own experiences as a learner and educator.

[bookmark: _Toc195324584]ITLS 7015: Introduction to Theories and Methods in ITLS Part 2
[bookmark: _Toc195324585]Course Description
Instructional Technologists and Learning Scientists are centrally concerned with how to design for and support learning. In order to understand how to design for and support learning, they conduct many different kinds of research. This course provides a broad overview of major research methods that attempt to uncover questions related to learning and the design of learning experiences and environments. 
[bookmark: _Toc195324586]Course Objectives
· Students will be able to describe and distinguish different prominent research methods and the key characteristics of each method.
· Students will be able to compare and contrast key characteristics of different research methods, including different quantitative and qualitative methods.
· Students will be able to critique a research plan for each of the different methods.  
· Students will be able to design a detailed research proposal for a project of personal relevance, using one method.

[bookmark: _Toc195324587]ITLS 7021 – Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc195324588]Course Description
This course is designed to guide PhD students through the process of writing a literature review in the field of Instructional Design and Learning Sciences. Students will learn how to locate relevant literature, synthesize research findings, and structure their review to support their own research endeavors.
[bookmark: _Toc195324589]Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you will be able to:
· Use the reference area of the library, interlibrary loan services, and computerized databases to locate relevant articles and documents on a selected topic.
· Develop effective strategies for searching academic databases and identifying relevant research.
· Explain the role and structure of literature reviews in academic research.
· Critically read and synthesize existing research in order to position your own work in the academic landscape.
· Organize and structure an academic argument.
· Use APA and USU Publication Guide for Graduate Students when writing a literature review.
[bookmark: _Toc195324590]ITLS 7025 – Foundations in ITLS
[bookmark: _Toc195324591]Course Description
This course is intended to engage doctoral and other advanced students in Instructional
Technology and Learning Sciences in rigorous examination of methodological approaches,
theoretical constructs, and topic areas that are of great historical import or are currently being
seriously explored in the areas of Instructional Technology and Learning Sciences. It is also a
space to work more on additional discipline-specific research skills.
[bookmark: _Toc195324592]Course Objectives
· Students will be able to identify theory or theoretical perspectives in a given research study.
· Students will be able to explain the epistemological underpinnings and approaches.
associated with design-based research.
· Students will be able to identify two or more current topics of contemporary relevance to
· Instructional Technology or Learning Sciences and justify why those are of community.
interest.
· Students will demonstrate relative improvement in their individual ability to conceptualize,
describe, or present scholarly research.
· Students will think about their own theoretical framework, research questions, methods,
and sample.

